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Tiger Pride-Rich Traditions & Boundless Opportunities

UEHS seniors help eighth-graders prepare for high school
Making connections between middle school students and 
their high school counterparts is an important element 
in helping the younger students find success during this 
important transition period.

One senior recently decided to add to that by personally 
visiting JFS to meet with some eighth-graders who will be 
freshmen next year.

Senior Ramadan (Rami) Doski took 35 fellow UEHS 
seniors over to JFS to meet with current eighth-graders 

to talk about life at the high school, high school education 
and extracurricular activities. These top seniors are 
captains on sports teams and class officers who are 
involved in many extracurricular activities. They were 
excited to share their experiences with the younger 
students.

Rami decided on this service project because of what the 
middle school meant to him, noting, “The middle school is 
where I explored my surroundings and really got to know 
people who are present in my life now. I knew that being 
mature and respectful was a way of life and I chose at that 
time I was going to do just that.” 

He hoped that by speaking with seniors, the eighth-
graders would learn that high school is no joke and being 
focused is the best way to go. The seniors discussed 
maturity, responsibility, getting good grades, and 
respecting one another. “Respecting one another was a 
big topic. I wanted them to understand that respect among 
peers will get them further in life,” Rami said. 

The students met in small groups to discuss various topics 
that could have great importance in the next four years.  

For the seniors, it was an opportunity to continue to 
improve the future of the high school and enable our u 
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Senior Ramadan Doski talks with eighth-grade students.

See “Seniors,” page 4.

See, “TV,” page 2.

Dr. Sue McLeod, center, with students and staff from Tiger Ventures at the chamber 
award ceremony. 

Tiger Ventures receives Chamber Innovative Award
At its recent awards ceremony, the Greater 
Binghamton Chamber of Commerce recognized 
Union-Endicott’s Tiger Ventures as the recipient 
of the “2018 Innovative Award.”

This award recognizes a project, product or 
service that “thinks outside the box,” stretches 
boundaries and is a leader in innovation. 

Dr. Suzanne McLeod, U-E superintendent, 
said, “I was personally thrilled that board 
members, administrators, teachers, staff 
members, and students were able to be present 
to receive this award. They earned this with 
their vision, dedication, hard work and energy.” 

Tiger Ventures, in essence, is a real-world contextual-based educational environment. A unique aspect is u    
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A message from
Superintendent 
Dr. Suzanne McLeod

Students exhibit artistic talent across district
As part of our curriculum, all U-E students have the opportunity to 
participate in art, both in regular art classes and through extracurricular 
activities.

In the elementary grades, students take a 45-minute class once every six 
days. Students have the opportunity to display their artwork in the district 
office, in the Broome County Legislative Chamber and with PTA through 
its state-wide Reflections Program. 

At JFS, each student has 30 weeks of art class, getting an in-depth 
experience with concepts in pottery, drawing and many other mediums. 
Studio in Art is offered to eighth-grade students as a high school elective, 
credit-bearing course. Students can also participate in numerous building-
wide art contests such as Foreign Language Week, district-wide shows, 
and various art shows in the community.

Students at UEHS may take several electives, including Studio in Art, 
jewelry, photography and ceramics. The collaborative “Music, Art, 
Computers” (MAC) course provides students with an introduction to 
graphic design/production incorporating business, music, and art. AP 
art and art design are offered as college-credit courses, with the district 
typically exceeding the state average in students earning college credits.

Throughout the year, the UEHS Tree Room serves as an art gallery with 
an art show gala in the spring. Students also participate and often place 
in the statewide Scholastic Art Show. 

Last, at Tiger Ventures students can take Studio in Art and can collaborate 
with an artist-in-residence and, in the near future, a graphic designer. UE

Greetings to our Union-Endicott 
family and community.
It’s hard to believe we are already 
halfway through the 2017-18 school 
year. It has been a great year so far, 
with much to be proud of in our 
schools. As you peruse this issue, you 
will see that we continue to work to 
provide the best possible educational 
opportunities for our students 

while remaining respectful of the community’s resources. 
U-E is a very special place, and we take great pride in 
the accomplishments achieved through our wonderful 
educational and extra-curricular programs.
As I write, we have had only two snow days, but five delayed 
openings due to weather. While we may be on the downhill 
slide of winter, we still need to be very watchful of the ever-
changing weather conditions.
Thank you again to all for supporting our U-E schools.
Here’s hoping for an early spring! UE

the integration of an 
incubator wing that houses 
start-up companies. 
These start-up founders 
demonstrate a remarkable 
ability to learn from failure, 
and their persistence 
is legendary. They are 
physically located inside 
Tiger Ventures and 
are recruited from the 
community; specifically, 
they are ventures with 
founders who have an interest in working with our students as 
they develop products/services that will excite young minds. 

The incubator, located on-site, provides real-life experiences 
in which students apply their learning, problem solve, 
communicate, and demonstrate progress toward goals 
in their learning plans. It is currently the home of AgZeit, a 
sustainable indoor agriculture company; Faster Than New 
Computers, a computer repair service; resident artist Karen 
Kucharski; Southern Tier Mushrooms, a producer of culinary 
mushrooms; and Ink and Graphics Studio, an urban design 
studio. UE  

“TV,” from page 1.

Dr. Sue McLeod accepts the award.
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Regardless of whether a student participates in a 
sport, and no matter the age, wellness is a priority  
at U-E.

From kindergarten through twelfth grade, students are 
encouraged to live healthy lifestyles through both 
proper nutrition and physical activity.

This effort is overseen by members of the district’s 
wellness committee, which is made up of physical 
education teachers and members of the athletic 
department. Its mission is to provide a school 
environment that promotes and protects children’s 
health, well-being and ability to learn by fostering 
healthy eating and physical activity before, during  
and after school.

During the school day, students in all grades take part in 
various age-appropriate physical activities such as yoga, 
TRX, circuit training and barre through P.E. classes.  

In addition, one of the most exciting aspects is the new 
partnership with the UHS strength and conditioning 
program. The new Tigers Fitness Center at the high school 
is busy throughout the day as UHS staff work with students 
on improving their physical fitness. Recently, UHS strength 
and conditioning coach Andrew Long visited gym classes 
at JFS to introduce students to the modified program, which 
includes an introduction for students ages 11-13 to the 
importance of fitness, strength and training. The district even 
has a new app - U-E Strength and Conditioning - that can 
be downloaded to any smartphone. 

In addition to physical activity, good nutrition is an important 
component of wellness. Chobani donated yogurt that was 
given to students after their P.E. classes to emphasize 
healthy protein snacks. Bulletin boards near locker rooms 
display healthy nutritional information and the “Healthy 
Smart Start” snack list from Broome-Tioga BOCES food 
service was sent to building principals as a reminder to 
make sure all items sold in school stores and vending 
machines meet the guidelines. Additionally, the high school 
this year created a new “Fueling Station.” Open 3:20-4 
p.m., Monday through Friday, it provides healthy, affordable 
protein snacks for students before practice and workouts.  

The committee’s goal is to continue to promote and foster 
wellness throughout the district through activities, 
academics and extracurricular opportunities. Stay tuned! UE

Students train in the fitness center.

Health & wellness a priority at U-E

Whether in the classroom or on the field, student athletes 
work hard to excel.

To that end, the athletic department hosts a student-athlete 
recognition ceremony at the end of each sport season to 

highlight the teams and the individual students who exemplify 
hard work and academic success.

To receive Scholar-Athlete Team recognition, the team’s 
average GPA for 75 percent of the roster must be greater 

than or equal to 90. All students on the team receive 
certificates and pins. If a team does not meet this 
criteria, the individuals on that team with a 90 or 
above are considered Individual Scholar-Athletes and 
receive a pin and certificate.

Academics are a priority for all students. Our Tiger 
student-athletes put in many hours of work on and off 
the field. In the 2016-17 school year, 370 students and 
15 teams were recognized. Last fall, 106 students and 
four teams were recognized.

Since spring 2016, seniors who participated in two or 
more sports have been recognized during the spring 
recognition ceremony. Since its inception, 49 students 
have been recognized, each receiving a special 
medal to commemorate this achievement. UE

Students recognized for academic, athletic success

Fall 2017 student athletes at the recognition ceremony.
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Once again, U-E musical students hit 
all the right notes when Jennie F. 
Snapp created a wonderful rendition  
of “Mulan” last fall.

Coming up next is UEHS’s spring 
production, “The Sound of Music.” Over 
50 students are part of the cast and 
30 students are part of the production 
crew. 

We hope you can see a show!

March 23 & 24 - 7:30 p.m.
March 24 & 25 - 2:30 p.m.

at UEHS

Order tickets
1-800-838-3006

http://union-endicott.brownpapertickets.com

Tigers in the Middle to see what Tiger Pride really means. 

For the eighth-graders, including Sarah Espe, it was an 
inviting way to get information about high school. “The 
seniors were very friendly and helpful, and we could ask 
them anything about the high school,” she said. “We had 
‘real’ conversations with them, and it was great to talk with 

different seniors as they rotated among the tables of us 
eighth-graders.”

Rami plans another visit in late March with the hope that 
exchanges of this sort will continue in the years to come. UE

“Seniors,” from page 1.

Seniors Emmie LaPier, left, and Kate Brennan talk with eighth-graders 
about attending UEHS.

Seniors Elo Amata, left, and Matt Armstrong talk with JFS eighth-grade 
students.


